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# Title Date 

1 25th Anniversary of Supersonic Flight 
Bell X-1 
October 14, 1967 
Pilot: Captain Charles E. Yaeger (USAF) 
 
 

 
 

October 14, 1972 

2 100th ANNIVERSARY 
Of the first flight by an aircraft 
Propelled by internal combustion engine 
December 13, 1872 – Haenlein Airship 
 
 

 
 
 

December 13, 1972 
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# Title Date 

3 15th ANNIVERSARY of Explorer I, First United States Satellite 
Launched into orbit on 31 January 1958 
At 2248, EST, by a US Army Jupiter-C on exhibit at 
National Air and Space Museum – Washington, DC 
 
 

 
 
 

January 31, 1973 

4 15th ANNIVERSARY of VANGUARD 1 
Second United States satellite and space launch. 
Vehicle launched 17 March 1958 at 0715, EST by  
the U.S. Navy 
 
 

 
 
 

March 17, 1973 
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# Title Date 

5 
 

50th ANNIVERSARY 
May 2-3, 1923 
Piloted by Oakley G. Kelley and John A. MacreadyT-2 The First non-stop Coast to Coast 
flight 
26 hr, 50 min 38 sec 
 

 
 
 
 

May 3, 1973 
 

6 40th ANNIVERSARY 
First solo round-the-world flight 
Wiley Post in the “Winnie Mae” 
July 15-22, 1933 
 

 
 

July 15, 1973 
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# Title Date 

7 1st ANNIVERSARY 
US Aerobatic Team’s sweep of World Aerobatic Championships 
Salon-De-Provence, France 
July 18-31, 1972 
 
(This cover flown in aerobatic sortie by Mary Gaffaney, World Women’s Aerobatic 
Champion) 
 

 
 
 

July 31, 1973 

8 50th ANNIVERSARY 
Flight of the U.S. Navy Airship “SHENANDOAH” (ZR-1) 
 

 
 
 

September 4, 1973 



Smithsonian Institution 
National Air and Space Museum 

Milestones of Flight Commemorative Series 
 

# Title Date 

9 5th ANNIVERSARY 
APOLLO 7 Mission 
Astronauts Walter Schirra, Jr.,  
Donn Eisele and Walter Cunningham 
October 11-22, 1968 
 

 
 
 

October 22, 1973 

10 70th Anniversary 
The Wright Brothers Flight 
December 17, 1903, Kitty Hawk, North Carolina 
 
 

 
 
 

December 17, 1973 
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# Title Date 

11 50th Anniversary 
First regularly scheduled airline 
Anthony Jannus piloting a Benoist Flying Boat 
January 1, 1914, St. Petersburg to Tampa, Florida 
 
 

 
 
 

January 1, 1974 

12 53rd Anniversary 
First emergency free-type parachute jump 
From a U.S. plane February 18, 1921, 
Near Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

 
 
 

February 18, 1974 
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# Title Date 

13 5th Anniversary 
Apollo 9 mission 
Astronauts James McDivitt, David Scott and Russell Schweickert 
March 3-13, 1969 
 

 
 
 
 

March 3, 1974 

14 50th Anniversary 
First round-the-world flight 
Douglas World Cruisers 
April 6-September 28, 1924 
 

 
 
 

April 6, 1974 
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# Title Date 

15 5th ANNIVERSARY APOLLO 10 Mission 
Astronauts Thomas Stafford,  
John Young and Eugene Cernan 
May 18-26, 1969 
 

 
 
 

May 18, 1974 
(color) 

16 50th ANNIVERSARY 
First “Dawn to Dusk” Transcontinental Flight 
Piloted by Lt. Russell sL. Maughan 
June 23, 1924 
 

 
 
 

June 23, 1974 
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# Title Date 

17 5th ANNIVERSARY 
APOLLO 11 Mission 
Astronauts Neil Armstrong,  
Michael Collins and Edwin Aldrin, Jr. 
July 16-24, 1969 
 

 
 
 

July 20, 1974 
(color) 

18 15th ANNIVERSARY 
First televised image of Earth from a satellite 
August 14, 1959 
 
 

 
 
 

August 14, 1974 
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# Title Date 

19 45th Anniversary 
First All-bling flight 
Lt. James Doolittle 
September 24, 1929 
 

 
 
 
 

September 24, 1974 

20 65th Anniversary 
First woman airplane passenger in America 
Mrs. Ralph Van Deman 
October 27, 1909 
 

 
 
 

October 27, 1974 
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# Title Date 

21 45th Anniversary 
First flight over the South Pole 
Adm. Byrd, November 29, 1929 
 
This cacheted cover was flown over the same course taken by Adm. Byrd through the 
courtesy of United States Navy Antarctic Development Squadron 6. 
 

 
 

November 29, 1974 

22 20th Anniversary 
Record-Breaking Rocket Sled Ride 
Lt. Col. John Paul Stapp 
December 10, 1954 
 

 
 
 

December 10, 1974 
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# Title Date 

23 40th Anniversary 
First Solo Flight from Hawaii to California 
Amelia Earhart, January 11, 1935, Honolulu, Hawaii 
 

 
 
 

January 11, 1975 

24 10th Anniversary 
First Micrometeoroid Detection Satellite 
Pegasus 1, February 16, 1965 
 
 

 
 
 
 

February 16, 1975 
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# Title Date 

25 65th Anniversary 
World’s First Seaplane Flight 
Henri Fabre in Gnome-powered Float Plane 
March 28, 1910 
 
 

 
 

 

March 28, 1975 

26 15th Anniversary 
First Weather Satellite 
TIROS I 
Launched April 1, 1960 
 
 

 
 

April 1, 1975 
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# Title Date 

27 35th Anniversary 
First Helicopter Flight 
Igor Sikorsky – May 13, 1940 
 
 

 
 
 

May 13, 1975 
(color) 

28 10th Anniversary 
Gemini 4, June 3-7, 1965 
Astronauts James McDivitt  
and Edward White II 
 

 
 
 

June 7(?) 1975 
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# Title Date 

29 1th Anniversary 
First Mars Flyby 
Mariner 4 
July 14, 1965 
 

 
 
 

July 14, 1965 

30 15th Anniversary 
First Passive 
Communications Satellite 
Echo I, August 12, 1960 
 

 
 
 

August 12, 1975 
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# Title Date 

 

31 65th Anniversary 
First solo flight by an American woman 
Blanche Scott 
September 2, 1910 
 

 
 
 

September 2, 1975 

32 65th Anniversary 
First U.S. President to fly 
Theodore Roosevelt – Oct 11, 1910 
St. Louis, Missouri 
 

 
 
 

October 11, 1975 
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# Title Date 

33 65th Anniversary 
First takeoff from a ship 
Eugene Ely from USS Birmingham 
November 14, 1910 
 
 

 
 
 
 

November 14, 1975 

34  10th Anniversary 
First Manned Space Rendezvous 
Gemini 6/7 
December 16, 1965 
 

 
 
 

December 15, 1975 
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# Title Date 

35 50th Anniversary 
Creation of the Daniel Guggenheim Fund 
For the Promotion of Aeronautics 
January 16, 1926 
 
 

 
 

 

January 16, 1976 

36 40th Anniversary 
First Spitfire Flight 
Southampton, England 
 
 

 
 

March 5, 1976 
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# Title Date 

37 First liquid propellant rocket 
Robert H. Goddard 
March 16, 1926 
 
 
 

 
 
 

March 16, 1976 

38 50th Anniversary 
First flight of the Wasp engine 
May 5, 1926 – Anacostia, Maryland 
 

 
 
 

May 5, 1976 
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# Title Date 

39 15th Anniversary 
First U. S. Manned Flight 
Alan Shepard- May 5, 1961 
 
 

 
 
 

May 5, 1976 

40 10th Anniversary 
First Surveyor landing on the Moon 
June 2, 1966 
 
 

 
 
 

June 2, 1976 
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# Title Date 

41 Dedication and opening of the 
National Air and Space Museum 
July 1, 1976 
 
 

 
 
 

July 1, 1976 

42 65th Anniversary 
First US Woman to obtain FAI certificate 
Harriet Quimby, August 1, 1911 
 

 
 
 

August 1, 1976 
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# Title Date 

43 65th Anniversary 
First Transcontinental Flight 
Cal Rodgers in the “Vin Fizz” 
September 17, 1911 
 
 

 
 
 

September 17, 1976 

44 30th Anniversary 
Record non-stop long distance flight 
“Truculent Turtle,” October 1, 1946 
 

 
 
 

October 1, 1976 
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# Title Date 

45 Fifth Anniversary 
Entry of Mariner 9 into Mars Orbit 
November 13, 1971 
 

 
 
 
 

November 13, 1976 

46 50th Anniversary 
Pan American Goodwill Flight 
Began in San Antonio, Texas 
December 21, 1926  
 

 
 
 

December 21, 1976 
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# Title Date 

47 40th Anniversary 
Transcontinental Speed Record 
Hughes H-1 
January 19, 1937 
 
 

 
 
 

January 19, 1976 
 

48 15th Anniversary 
First U.S. Manned Orbital Flight 
John Glenn, February 20, 1962 
 
 

 
 

February 20, 1977 
(cancellation has Feb 
20, 1962) 
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# Title Date 

49 50th Anniversary 
Jacqueline Cochran set 49 flight records 
New Orleans, Louisiana to Hanover, Germany 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 22, 1977 

50 25th Anniversary 
First Jet Passenger Service 
De Havilland Comet – May 2, 1952 
 
 

 
 

May 2, 1977 
(British stamp, 
London postmark) 
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# Title Date 

51 50th Anniversary 
First solo nonstop Flight across the Atlantic Ocean 
Charles A. Lindbergh in the “Spirit of St. Louis” 
May 20-21, 1927 
 
 

 
 

May 20, 1977 

52 50th Anniversary 
First Nonstop flight from the US Mainland to Hawaii 
Lts Albert F. Hegenberger and Lester J. Maitland 
June 28-29, 1927 
 

 
 
 

28 June 1977 
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# Title Date 

53 30th Anniversary 
Commemorative Flight of the Powder Puff Derby 
1947 – 1977 
(This cover was flown on the 30th anniversary commemorative flight of the Powder Puff 
Derby) 
 

 
 

July 4, 1977 

54 70th Anniversary 
Establishment of the  
Aeronautical Division of the Signal Corpse 
August 1, 1907, Washington, DC 
 

 
 

August 1, 1977 
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# Title Date 

55 125th Anniversary 
First flight by a navigable Airship 
Giffard Airship 
September 24, 1852 – Paris, France 
 

 
 
 

September 24, 1977 
(French stamp, 
French postmark) 

56 20th Anniversary  
First Earth Satellite 
Sputnik I 
October 4, 1957 
 

 
 
 

October 4, 1977 
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# Title Date 

57 65th Anniversary 
First successful catapult launch 
Of an aircraft 
November 12, 1912 
Washington Navy Yard, Washington, DC 
 

 
 

November 12, 1977 

58 5th Anniversary 
Last manned Apollo Lunar Landing 
Apollo 17 
December 7, 1972 – Kennedy Space Center 
 

 
 

December 7, 1977 
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# Title Date 

59 Wernher von Braun 
1912 – 1977 
20th Anniversary 
First U. S. Satellite 
Explorer I 
January 31, 1958 
 

 
 

January 31, 1978 

60 70th Anniversary 
First flight of the Curtiss Red Wing 
March 12, 1908 
Baddeck, Nova Scotia, Canada 
 

 
 

March 12, 1978 
(Canadian stamp, 
Canadian postmark) 
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# Title Date 

61 60th ANNIVERSARY 
Establishment of the Royal Air Force 
Aril 1, 1918 
 

 
 

April 1, 1978 
(Color) 
UK stamp, UK 
postmark) 

62 60th Anniversary 
First Airmail Service by Army Pilots 
For the Post Office Department 
May 15, 1918 
Washington, DC 
 
 

 
 

May 15, 1978 
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# Title Date 

63 5th Anniversary 
First Manned Skylab Mission 
Skylab II, May 25, 1973 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 
 

 
 

May 25, 1978 
(Color) 

64 15th Anniversary 
First woman in Space Valentina Tereshkova 
Star City USSR 
June 16, 1963 
 

 
 
 

June 16, 1978 
(Color) 
(Russian stamp, 
Russian postmark) 
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# Title Date 

65 40th Anniversary 
Howard Hughes and Crew 
Around the World Flight 
July 10, 1938 
Brooklyn, New York 
 

 
 

July 10, 1978 

66 15th Anniversary 
High Altitude Record Breaking 
Flight Set by the X-15 
August 22, 1963 – Edwards, California 
 

 
 

August 22, 1978 
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# Title Date 

67 5th Anniversary 
Launch of Mariner 10 
November 3, 1973 – Kennedy Space Center 
 
 

 
 
 

November 3, 1978 
(Color) 

68 25th Anniversary 
First flight at Twice the Speed of Sound 
Set by the Douglas D5582 Skyrocket 
November 20, 1953 – Edwards, California 
 
 

 
 

November 20, 1978 
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# Title Date 

69 75th Anniversary 
First Successful Flight by 
The Wright Brothers 
December 17, 1903 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina 

 
 

December 17, 1978 

70 10th Anniversary 
Launch of Apollo VIII 
First Manned Circumlunar Flight 
December 21, 1968 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 

 
 

December 21, 1978 
(color) 
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# Title Date 

71 60th Anniversary 
Record Setting 
Aerial Refueling Flight 
“Question Mark” 
Jan 1, 1929, Los Angles, Calif 
 

 
 

January 1, 1979 

72 30th Anniversary 
First Nonstop Around the World Flight 
Boeing B-50 “Lucky Lady II” 
February 26 – March 2, 1949 
Fort Worth, Texas 

 
 

March 2, 1979 
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# Title Date 

73 60th Anniversary 
First Transatlantic Flight 
Curtiss NC-4 
May 8, 1919 
Rockaway Beach, New York 
 
 

 
 

May 8, 1979 

74 60th Anniversary 
First Nonstop Transatlantic Flight 
June 14, 1919 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada 
 

 
 

June 14, 1979 
(Canadian stamp, 
Canadian postmark) 
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# Title Date 

75 10th Anniversary 
Apollo II Mission 
Astronauts Neil Armstrong, 
Michael Collins and Edwin Aldrin, Jr. 
July 16-24, 1969 

 
 

July 16, 1979 

76 70th Anniversary 
First Crossing of the English Channel 
By an Airplane 
Bleriot XI Piloted by Louis Bleriot 
July 25, 1909, Calais, France 
 

 
 

July 25, 1909 
(French stamp, 
French cancellation) 
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# Title Date 

77 15th Anniversary 
Launch of Ranger VII 
July 28, 1964 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 

 
 

July 28, 1979 

78 70th Anniversary 
Purchase of the First Military Aircraft 
Wright 1909 Military Flyer 
August 2, 1909, Fort Myer, Virginia 
 
 

 
 

August 2, 1979 
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# Title Date 

79 50th Anniversary 
First Around the World Airship Flight 
Graf Zeppelin 
August 8 – 29, 1929, Lakehurst, New Jersey 
 

 
 
 

August 8, 1979 

80 1st Anniversary 
First Transatlantic Balloon Crossing 
Double Eagle II 
August 11, 1978, Presque Isle, Maine 
 
 

 
 

August 11, 1979 
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# Title Date 

81 50th Anniversary 
1929-1979 
The Ninety-Nines Inc 
International Organization of Women Pilots 
November 2, 1929 
Valley Stream, New York 

 
 

November 2, 1979 

82 10th Anniversary 
Launch of Apollo 12 
First Precision Lunar Landing 
November 14, 1969 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 

 

November 14, 1979 
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# Title Date 

83 195th Anniversary 
First Crossing of the English Channel by Air 
Jean-Pierre Blanchard and John Jeffries 
January 7, 1785, Dover, England 
 

 
 
 

January 7, 1980 
(UK stamp, UK 
postmark) 

84 65th Anniversary 
Establishment of the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
March 3, 1915, Washington, DC 
 

 
 

March 3, 1980 
(Color) 
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85 15th Anniversary 
Gemini 3 
First US Two-man flight 
March 23, 1965 – Kennedy Space Center 
 
 

 
 

March 23, 1980 

86 50th Anniversary 
Founding of 
The American Interplanetary Society 
April 4, 1930 
New York, New York 
 
 

 
 

April 4, 1980 
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# Title Date 

87 50th Anniversary 
First solo flight Britain to Australia 
By a woman, Amy Johnson 
May 5, 1930, Croydon, England 
 

 
 

May 5, 1980 
British stamp, British 
cancellation 

88 45th Anniversary 
Refueling Endurance Record 
“Ole Miss” 
Fred and Al Key 
June 4, 1935, Meridian, Mississippi 
 
 

 
 

June 4, 1980 



Smithsonian Institution 
National Air and Space Museum 

Milestones of Flight Commemorative Series 
 

# Title Date 

89 5th Anniversary 
Apollo-Soyuz Test Project 
July 15, 1975 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 

 
 

July 15, 1980 

90 30th Anniversary 
Launch of Bumper No. 8 
First Missile 
Launched at Cape Canaveral 
July 24, 1980, Kennedy Space Center 
 
 

 
 

July 24, 1980 



Smithsonian Institution 
National Air and Space Museum 

Milestones of Flight Commemorative Series 
 

# Title Date 

91 20th Anniversary 
First Successful Recovery 
Of a Space Object in the Air 
Discoverer XIV 
August 18, 1960, Honolulu, Hawaii 
 

 
 

August 18, 1980 
(Color) 

92 5th Anniversary 
Viking I 
August 20, 1975 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 

 
 
 

August 20, 1980 
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93 50th Anniversary 
First Nonstop 
Paris to New York Flight 
September 1, 1930 
Paris, France 
 

 
 

September 1, 1980 
(France stamp, 
France cancellation) 

94 60th Anniversary 
First U.S. International Passenger Service 
Aeromarine West Indies Airways 
November 1, 1920 
Key West, Florida 
 

 
 

November 1, 1980 
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95 10th Anniversary 
Lunar Landing Apollo 14 
February 5, 1971 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 

 
 
 

February 5, 1981 

96 50th Anniversary 
First Successful Stratospheric Balloon 
Expedition in a Pressurized Gondola 
May 27, 1931, Augsburg, Germany 
 
 

 
 

May 27, 1981 
(German stamp, 
German cancellation) 
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97 30th ANNIVERSARY 
First Nonstop Solo Flight 
Across the North Pole 
Charles Blair in the Excalibur III 
May 29, 1951, Bardufoss near Tromsoe, Norway 
 

 
 
 

May 29, 1981 
(Norwegian stamp, 
Norwegian 
cancellation) 

98 15th Anniversary 
Lunar Orbiter I 
August 10, 1966 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 
 

 
 
 

August 10, 1981 
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99 75th Anniversary 
First officially recorded 
Airplane flight in Europe 
September 13, 1906 
Paris, France 
 

 
 

September 13, 1981 
(French stamp, 
French cancellation) 
 

100 50th Anniversary 
First Non-stop Flight Across the Europe 
Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon 
October 5, 1931 
Wenatchee, Washington 
 

 
 

October 5, 1981 

 


